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<TOrl<kns threw his eyes over all the company (who appeared
•deeply expectant), and then fixed them on the King, and asked
if he might announce to the council the marriage of his
Majesty. The King replied by a dry "yes," and in a rather
low tone, but which was heard by the four or five people on
each side of him, and the Eegent immediately announced the
marriage. Then, after taking the opinions of the council,
which were for the most part favourable, he turned towards
the King with a smiling air, as though inviting him to assume
the same, and said, "There, then, Sire, your marriage is
approved and passed, and a grand and fortunate matter
finished." The council then broke up.
The news of what had taken place immediately ran over all
Paris. The Tuileries and the Palais Royal were soon filled
with people who came to present themselves before the King
to compliment him and the Eegent on the conclusion of this
grand marriage, and the crowd continued the following days.
The King had much difficulty in assuming some little gaiety
the first day; but on the morrow he was less sombre, and by
degrees he quite recovered himself.
M. le Due d'Orl^ans took care not to announce the marriage
of his daughter with the Prince of the Asburias at the same
time that the other marriage was announced. He declared it,
however, the next day, and the news was received with the
utmost internal vexation by the cabal opposed to him. Men,
women, people of all conditions who belonged to that cabal,
lost all countenance. It was a pleasure to me, I admit, to look
upon them. They were utterly disconcerted. Nevertheless,
after the first few days of overthrow, they regained courage,
.and set to work in order to break off both the marriages.

